
LOQUAT 
IS YOUR LOQUAT HELPING THE
QUEENSLAND FRUIT FLY START THE
SEASON

KEY POINTS
The loquat generally ripens
when little other fruit is
available and can be a main
source of early infestations
of Queensland fruit fly.

 

Loquats are perfect for the female Queensland Fruit
Flies that have survived the cold winter months, as they
usually ripen in spring and early summer when little
other fruit is available.
Loquats are a species of flowering plants called Japanese medlar
originally from China.  Classified as subtropical fruit, their fruit is
oval shaped, plum sized and golden yellow in colour.
 
 
 
 

If you live in town or on a
residential block in rural
areas of the Victorian
stretches of the Greater
Sunraysia Pest Free Area
you may be eligible to have
the tree remove for free. All
the hassle taken care of.

If we all work together, we
can stop the lifecycle of the
QFF.

FURTHER
INFORMATION
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Loquat infested with QFF. It is best not to grow loquats unless you are
prepared spend the time to manage them. Credit: GSPFA

Credit: Hort Innovation and Applied Horticultural Research 
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Flies become active in mid-August as the weather warms up and
will mate when the temperature reaches 15°C and then start laying
eggs. Once the eggs have been laid in the fruit it is too late to start
control. The loquat generally ripens when little other fruit is
available and can be a main source of early infestations. 

Why is the loquat so important for Queensland Fruit Fly control?
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"We had trees that were
dropping fruit and causing a bit

of a mess – as well as an
obvious fruit fly risk,” Glenis

said.
 

“So, we thought the sensible and
responsible thing to do was to

have them taken out, and it
really was a very simple

process.”

ST JOHN’S ANGLICAN
CHURCH IN KERANG

REMOVED THEIR LOQUATS
TO HELP IN THE

QUEENSLAND FRUIT FLY
FIGHT.

If you live in town or on a residential block in rural areas of the
Victorian stretches of the Greater Sunraysia Pest Free Area you
may be eligible to have the tree removed for free. All the hassle
taken care of.

I don’t use the fruit and I am prepared to remove the tree to help
in the fight against Queensland fruit fly what do I need to do?

Loquats are evergreen, with dark green foliage and can provide
plenty of shade to the yard and house. They can also grow quite
large. If you want to keep your tree but don’t use the fruit you can
strip the tree of fruit before it ripens. This will prevent the fly
infesting the fruit.
 
Remember, you will need to pick all the fruit every year. You may
need to prune the tree to a manageable height to help with
reaching all the fruit.

I don’t use the fruit but I want to keep my tree, can I still help
prevent QFF infestation?

QFF prevention actions can include:
Bait sprays – these are available at your local agricultural
chemical supply store, or local hardware and garden centre.
Remember to spray weekly and follow the directions on the
label.
Exclusion netting - Physical barriers are one of the most
effective things you can do to protect your fruit trees. Make sure
the net covers all the fruit and is secured at the base of the tree
with rope or tape.
Managing tree height - in winter prune trees so that it makes it
easier to cover with a net and ensure you pick all the fruit.
Traps and lures work best when used in conjunction with other
control strategies. 
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Do you love picking your loquats every year and want to prevent
QFF infestation?

A very large loquat tree being removed
through the Greater Sunraysia PFA Tree
Removal Program.  Professional tree removal
contractors will come and remove your
unwanted fruit trees. Credit: GS PFA

Loquats infested with QFF . Credit: GS PFA

This work was funded by the Victorian Government's Managing Fruit Fly Regional Grants program

Loquat - Credit: GSPFA


